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IKDCHESIA -~ BACEGROUND

i. Three factors involved in current army-imspired crisis

¥ 18

B.

L

so-cailed “17 October affsir" eof 1882,

Fact that & pro-Communist holds defeanss portifelio.
Presidont Sukarno's insistence that those involved in
17 October affair be disciplined.

ii. In October 1882, soti-Communist hesdguarters oificers,

alsrzed at growisg Communist and extresw nationaliist infiuvence

in pariiament and iseressing parlissentary iaterfersace in

military sffaire, petitioned Bukarno to dissocive pariiament,

assuse personai responsibility for ithe goversment, and

arracge to hold slections as sooa as possible.

s

WQCUMENT NO. ,?

Sukarpo agreed that electiomm sbould be bheid but refused

to dissolve perlissent,

e was extremely irritated by army's departere fros

dewocratic processes und at attewpt to give him orders.

¥ithin next few mouths, several anti-Communists-—-both

civilian and military--ip silitary establisbment in

Biakarts lost their Jobs because 0f involvement la

17 Gctober atfair.

A1l seven territerial cosmanders are believed to bave

acquiesced in Diakarta saneuver in Uctober 15852,

i. Three of the seve: were subseguenily dispimced by
iocal coupe in which subordinate officers relievec

rompanders—-~1in East Indonesia, East Java, and South
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. Coups wers rocognlzed by central goverameni in
¥ast Indovesin and East Java, but cabinet replaced
self-elected comnmsader in Bouth Zumatra with
retired colonei, Uteoyo--who is new chief of stafi,

. In post-Gctober 1852 sramy diffsrences with goverament,
these threscecompanders--in East Indonesis, East Java,
and South Fumatra--have reuikined neutral.

i1i. Ali cabinet assuwed office 1 August 1983 with Iwa, pro-

Lommunist, holdiog delense portieliio.

&, Fresumably on orders ef Sulkarso, he purged chief of xtaff
ol arwed iorces--a astroang anti-Communiast who had been
involved in 17 October affajir--aholished his job, re-
orgeaized defense wministry, and began saking his ows
appoiatments to arasy hesdguarters and dsfense ministiry.

i. Be incressed pressures o anti-Communiat territorial
vomsanders by attempting to infiltrate his own supporters
on territerisl staffas.

é, Asti-Compunist officers felt 17 October affair was
beipg used by lwa weaken anti-Communist ianfluence
in arey. '

iv. Since October 1832, and watil sow, territeriai comeanders have
made two sttewpts to limit Iwa's influence.

&.  In decesber 18583, four of thes threateaed not to recoguize
iva's suthority unliess he withdrew certain staff appointments.
i. ¥But Sukarne iptervened in support of Iwa and sppealed

10 fervitorial comsanders 10 remenber nstiopal unity.

Approved For Release 2003/01/29 ;¢ DP79R00890A000600010047-9
{




Approved For Release 2008/ §1%.4@#-RDP79R00890A000600010047-9

. BSecond sifort was February 19355 conference held in Jogjakarta
which attempted to get government promise of Jjust and fiaml
settisnent of 17 Uctober atffair.

L. Agreeument was reached that poliitics would have no
infiuence in grmy and arsy, on iis part, would stay
out of politice.

4. Suksrao and Vice President Hatta, who is trused by
anti-Loswunisis, were 1o have egual share in arriviag
at final settlement.

Territorial commpuders sow clisim that Utoyo appointwent violstes

February agreewent,

A, They state new chief of staff should have been appointed
on pasis of abiiity and seniority.

£. They believe Vicve President Hatta did not heve sufficient

roie in decision.

L. Hix territorial cousanders (Utoyo has not been replsced in

South Sumatra) support February 2greement and boycoited

ttoyo's imstsliation,
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